Readers Guide:

My Mexico ~Mexico Mio by Tony Johnston

Geneva B

Johnston, Tony, Sierra, F. John ill. My Mexico~México mío. New York: PaperStar, 1996. Recommended age levels 5 to 10.

1. Book Summary:

A collection of poems inspired by the culture, art, stories, and anecdotes of Mexico. Written in both English and Spanish, this is a great volume of poems that might represent an idyllic childhood in Mexico. 


2. Review excerpts/awards:

Book Links (A.L.A.) 5/01/99
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 7/01/96
Catholic Library World 3/01/97
Elementary School Library Collection 3/01/98
Horn Book starred 9/01/96  "The overall impression is one of sunbaked cheerfulness, warmth, and color ably reinforced by Sierra's pastel-tinted artwork."
L.A. Recommended Foreign Language 11/01/97
School Library Journal 4/01/96 "Sensitive, soft but bright illustrations in pencil over watercolor depict Mexican scenes in 16 double-page spreads. Printed over the backgrounds are 18 poems in both English and Spanish" 
Wilson's Children 5/01/97
NCSS Notable Children's Trade Book in the Field of Social Studies

3. Questions to ask before reading:
Ask students to discuss the following questions:
*Look at the cover of the book and the title. What do you think this book is about? Do you think it is in more than one language? What two languages?
*What are some Spanish words that you know? (make a list with the English meanings) Do you think we will see any of these words in the text? If so, which ones?
*What does the cover illustration make you feel? Why does the illustration make you feel this way?

4. Suggestions for reading poems aloud:
"Houses", "Corn", "Walls", "Street Dog", and "Where Are the Now" can be read in chorus or as an echo reading. 

Have Spanish speaking students read the Spanish versions of the poems and teach the nonSpanish speaking students how to pronounce unfamiliar words. They can even partner together to teach another student how to say the Spanish poems.

"Trucks" can be read with the students choral reading the refrain, "Up the hills and down the hills".

5. Follow up Activities (writing, art, science, etc.):
Writing/Language Connection:
Students can write a poem. Then partner with another student, who speaks another language, to translate the poem. A free translation website can also be used.

Art Connection:
Draw a pastel folk art picture to accompany the poem students write.

Social Studies Connection:
Have students complete a mini-discovery project on Mexico. Students can look for 6 interesting facts about Mexico and present the information in a poster, brochure, PowerPoint, or digital story.

6. Related websites/blogs
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/countries/mexico-facts/ 
Come have a look at Mexico!  Basic facts, history, geography, country map and flag, major cities, economy, and a gallery of photos are found on this site.

http://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world%20...%20tbook/geos/mx.html 
Study Mexico at a glance. The site from the CIA World Factbook opens with a map and links to geography, people, government, economy, communications, transportation, etc.

http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/collection/lm_mexico/meIndex.html 
Get up close and personal with the language and culture of Mexico. Multimedia presentation includes video clips with Spanish transcripts and English translations. A valuable resource for anyone considering a trip to Mexico City!

http://www.nmai.si.edu/exhibitions/ancient/index.html 
Learn about the Ancient Mexican history of art and the influences that their daily lives and culture had on the art. View many pieces from the Collection of the National Museum of the American Indian.

7. Related Books (poetry, nonfiction, fiction):
Berg, Elizabeth. Festivals of the World: Mexico, New York: Cavendish, Marshall Corporation, 2010.
Sexton, Colleen. Mexico, Bellwether Media, 2010.
Mora, Pat, Sanchez, Enrique O. ill. Confetti: Poems for Children, New York: Lee & Low Books Inc, 1999.
Ada, Alma Flor, Silva, Simon ill. Gathering the Sun: An Alphabet in Spanish and English, New York: Harper Collins, 2001.
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